
Appendix F 

Extracts from the Government’s National Guidance 

The following sections of the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State under 

section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 are relevant in the consideration of this 

application: 

 2.16 – refers to measures such as limiting the use of a pub garden after a certain 
time 

 15.42 – refers to live or recorded music in pub gardens 

 15.52 – refers to conditions 

Limiting the use of a pub garden after a certain time 

2.16 Conditions relating to noise nuisance will usually concern steps appropriate 

to control the levels of noise emanating from premises. This might be 

achieved by a simple measure such as ensuring that doors and windows are 

kept closed after a particular time, or persons are not permitted in garden 

areas of the premises after a certain time. More sophisticated measures like 

the installation of acoustic curtains or rubber speaker mounts to mitigate 

sound escape from the premises may be appropriate. However, conditions in 

relation to live or recorded music may not be enforceable in circumstances 

where the entertainment activity itself is not licensable. Any conditions 

appropriate to promote the prevention of public nuisance should be tailored 

to the type, nature and characteristics of the specific premises and its 

licensable activities. Licensing authorities should avoid inappropriate or 

disproportionate measures that could deter events that are valuable to the 

community, such as live music. Noise limiters, for example, are expensive to 

purchase and install and are likely to be a considerable burden for smaller 

venues. 

Live or recorded music in pub gardens 

15.42  Beer gardens are often included as part of a premises licence or club 
premises certificate. Live amplified music that takes place in a beer garden is 
exempt from licensing requirements, provided the beer garden is included in 
the licence or certificate applying to the relevant licensed premises, and the 
performance takes place between 08.00 and 23.00 on the same day before 
an audience of 500 people or fewer.  

Conditions relating to other non-licensable activities  

15.52  If appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, and if there is a 

link to remaining licensable activities, conditions that relate to non-licensable 

activities can be added to or altered on that premises licence or club 

premises certificate at review following problems occurring at the premises. 

This has been a feature of licence conditions since the 2003 Act came into 

force. A relevant example could be the use of conditions relating to large 

screen broadcasts of certain sporting events which, combined with alcohol 

consumption, could create a genuine risk to the promotion of the licensing 

objectives.  


